
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  
April 5, 2020 
 
On Sunday, April 5, at 10am, FUMC will recognize Palm and Passion Sunday. We will embrace 
most of the narrative from the scriptures telling us the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, and then of his passion — betrayal, arrest, torture and interrogation, and crucifixion 
as a criminal. These words form an essential part of our Christian story. 
 
The service will be delivered by three readers – who will play many roles, and we will have 
music, congregational hymns, a time of prayer, and the celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
All United Methodist clergy have received special dispensation from Bishop Jung to celebrate 
Holy Communion in a non-customary way; offering this means of grace in a virtual, online 
manner. Extraordinary grace is needed for such an extraordinary time. 
 
When we join together in Holy Communion, you will be invited to celebrate with your own 
“elements”: juice and bread. Please do not make a special trip outside of your home to secure 
grape juice and bread. Use what you have on hand: apple juice and crackers or coffee and 
toast. When I was a young camper, our pastor/counselor used grape kool-aid and popcorn in 
sharing the sacrament, because it was readily available. That service still holds a special place in 
my heart.  
 
The sacredness of communion comes in remembering the actions of Jesus and how much we 
are loved in and through these actions. Regardless of whether we are together or away from 
each other, we are still The United Methodist Church and we will still practice an open table. 
You need not be a member of FUMC church or of any church to live a life with God. God simply 
asks that we make our hearts right with God and with one another. All of God’s children are 
invited into a life of grace and a life of forgiveness. All may participate in receiving the goodness 
of God’s love. In the Wesleyan spirit, God’s grace will bless such an extraordinary celebration of 
remembrance of Christ as we eat and drink together. Whatever elements you will be using, 
please them ready by 10am on Sunday morning.  
   
As this is Palm Sunday, you will be invited to wave a branch (or a handkerchief or a scarf or a 
dishtowel or a coat or whatever you want!) during our processional hymn, recognizing Jesus’ 
entrance into Jerusalem. The crowd that gathered to welcome Jesus waved more than just 
palm branches!   
 
Should you wish to print a palm frond and color it for worship, please see this blog site: 
www.illustratedministry.com/blog/. Please take photos of your worship celebration and email 
them to Jayne (businessoffice@fumcwhitewater.org) so that we can take joy in your 
extraordinary gathering.  
 



If you wish to receive a copy of the order of worship, with all scripture readings and words to 
the hymns, please email Jayne. She’ll send them to you before Sunday morning. But make sure 
you reach out to her before Friday at 5pm.  
 
Please use the worship order to raise your level of attention to the importance of the 
Palm/Passion story of Jesus.  
 
Blessings to you as we continue to adapt to new and different ways of doing worship. Your 
cooperation, your prayers for the church, and your continued financial support are helping 
FUMC be the Church of Jesus Christ in these extraordinary times. 
 
Peace,  
 
Rev. Susan Bresser 
susanbresser@gmail.com 
608.333.4249 (mobile) – texting available 
262.473.2131 (office)   
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