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God heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds. – Psalm 147.3
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Prime Time

The month of March brings us many things: daylight savings, St. Patrick’s
Day, spring break, and hopefully, spring-like weather. In the life of the Church,
and in a life of faith, March also brings us into the season of Lent. Lent is 40
days long, which is good because we have a lot of mending and praying to do.



University Free Lunch

We live with a lot of brokenness:



Loose Coins



Scrip



Birdies Fore Bethel



Memory Care Updates



Birthdays/Anniversaries



Calendar





Broken relationships
Broken systems
Broken promises

… it’s enough to break your heart right in half.
But God calls us to take courage, to bind up broken hearts, including our own.
Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord. – Psalm 31.24
During the season of Lent, we have 40 days to confess and mend and create a
new future together.
40 days to fast from the busyness.
40 days to be intentional about discipleship.
40 days to build up our strength and help put the world back together
again, one stitch at a time, so that together we might rise again with Jesus,
stronger than before, stitched back together, and ready to welcome the new
and dawning day of Easter.
A matter of the heart:
There's a lovely Hasidic story of a rabbi who always told his people that if
they studied the Torah, it would put Scripture on their hearts. One of them
asked, "Why on our hearts, and not in them?" The rabbi answered, "Only God
can put Scripture inside. But reading sacred text can put it on your heart, and
then when your hearts break, the holy words will fall inside.” – Anne Lamott,
Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith
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Lenten Lunch Schedule
The Whitewater Ministerial
Association will again be having
Lenten Lunches.
Lunch begins at 11:45 am, and
the 10-15 minute devotional begins
about 12:15 pm. We are done by
12:45 pm. Each devotional leader will
decide their own focus.
A free-will offering will be taken at
each luncheon to help cover the cost
of the lunch.
Everyone is invited, so please
feel free to invite a friend.

March 4 - NO LUNCH/NO LENTEN
DEVOTION
March 11
Host: WARM - First United Methodist
Church
Devotions: Fr. Mark Niehaus
March 18
Host: Congregational UCC
Devotions: Pastor Steve Hanson
March 25
Host: St. Patrick Catholic Church
Devotions: Pastor Jeanne Jones
April 1
Host: First English Lutheran Church
Devotions: Pastor Susan Bresser

Holy Week Worship
Holy Thursday, April 9
6 pm - Richmond UMC
7 pm – First United Methodist
Church (Fellowship Hall)

Good Friday, April 10
Ecumenical Community Worship
1 pm – First English Lutheran
1:45 pm – Congregational UCC
2:30 pm – First United Methodist
7pm – Bethel UMC

XYZ Ministry Team to Meet

XYZ

Extra Years of Zest
How many of
these can you
find?

The XYZ (Extra Years of Zest)
Ministry Team will meet on
Thursday, March 19 at 3:00 pm in
the First Church Library. If you
have ideas for our XYZ monthly
activities, please share them with any
of the following Ministry Team

Easter, April 12
7 am - Bethel UMC (brunch
following)
8 am - La Grange UMC (Breakfast
following)
8 am - First UMC
9 am - Richmond UMC (Brunch
following)
10 am - First UMC

submitted by Rev. Mary Beth Byrne

Members or Rev. Mary Beth Byrne:
Joanne Bruch, Margaret Hancock,
Sally Holley, Edna Leason, Donna
Marshall, and Marguerite Willman.
We enjoy wonderful fellowship,
delicious food, and fun, so bring on
your great ideas!!
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Save the Date
Sunday, April 26th
(3-4:30 pm)

Award winning

Will present

“Obstacle Course”
A look at “Not in my Back Yard”
Fear, freedom and what makes for community.
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From Pastor Jeanne
Grace to you and peace:
As I write this letter, it is bitterly
cold outside. I am so grateful that I
don’t have to go out! The weather
forecaster does promise warmer days
to come and I am truly thankful.
Staying inside during these cold days
gives me time to think about this
Lenten season. Lent means
“lengthening of days” and I am also
grateful for that. Each day brings us
closer to Spring and to Easter. I
wonder how I can show my
appreciation for all the good things
that I have, especially for those things
that only God provides. Somehow, a
simple “thank you” seems so
inadequate.
I am reading “Final Words from
the Cross” and “24 Hours That
Changed the World,” both by Rev.
Adam Hamilton. They depict what life,
and death, must have been like
during Jesus final days. Jesus was
abandoned by his closest friends and
yet loved them to the end. He forgave
those who were crucifying him. He

promised eternal life to a thief on the
cross. His suffering and death were
for us. We too often take that for
granted. How do we say “Thank
you?” I guess the answer is “By trying
to lead a good life.”
We try to do the things Jesus told
us to do: feed the hungry, visit the
sick, clothe those without clothes. We
support the church in order to have a
community to support each other in
these activities, but, even more, to
remind ourselves of who we are, and
whose we are! We are God’s
children. We are loved. God provides
for all our needs, and many of our
wants!
Take some extra time this
season to attend worship, to pray, to
study your Bible, to let God know you
appreciate your life, here and now
and into eternity!
See you in church!
Blessings,
Pastor Jeanne

Annual Spring Salad Luncheon & Silent Auction

submitted by Ginger Katzman

SAVE APRIL 22 DATE
Annual salad luncheon/silent
auction is just around the corner. This
is an important fund raiser for UMW
missions.
There are opportunities for
everyone, Yes, Men Too!! Do you have
a unique talent to donate to our
auction? Possibilities are endless;

woodworking hobby, painting/artwork,
sewing/knitting, home preserves,
entertainment, baking, services to offer
your skills; tutorials or offer service
time for a project, etc.
Nothing is too large or small. We
ask that a minimum price be put on
your donation. Your time is valuable.
You have the option to take back your
donation if minimum price isn't met.

The Messenger

The Community Space

Page 5

submitted by Mary Anne Gerlach

Happy One Year celebration!
Thanks to those who joined us on
Wednesday, Jan. 29, as we
celebrated one year since we opened
our doors. More than 200 people
helped us enjoy 40 large pizzas from
Toppers provided at a discounted
price and a full sheet cake from
Sweet Spot gifted to us for the
occasion!
Here are some highlights from
our first year:
Not enough chairs. When we
held our first public meeting about the
Community Space in the empty
building on Jan. 8, 2019, we had no
idea what to expect. Well over 60
people came — we had to send
people to a local church to get more
chairs.
Key partnerships. We wouldn’t
be able to do any of this without our
volunteers (no one is paid), our
donors, and our key community
partnerships. One in particular has
been John’s Disposal, which picks up
our trash and recycling for free.
Food pantry. While we are not
primarily a food pantry, we always
knew we wanted to provide food as a
part of our offerings. We worked with
Feeding America in Milwaukee, which
is enthusiastic about our mission, in
which we welcome all people,

regardless of where they live and
what they earn.
Backpack collection. The extra
space at TCS has allowed us to
continue and expand the backpack
program held for many years at the
Clothes Closet in which backpacks
stuffed with school supplies are given
out to school-age children in August.
What’s next: Art’s birthday
bash! Join us Friday, March 27,
3:30-5:30 pm, to help us celebrate
the birth, in 1934, of Art Hughes —
the founder of the Clothes Closet,
which was the precursor to the
Community Space. We’ll provide the
cake, and welcome any donations of
birthday-related items like wrapping
paper, greeting cards, decorations,
cake mixes and the like!
THE BASICS:
Our mission. Our open doors
put community into practice by
sharing food and other resources,
reusing clothing and furniture, and
welcoming everyone’s contributions.
Hours. Our normal opening
hours are Tuesdays, 8:30-11 am,
Wednesdays, 3:30-7 pm, Thursdays,
8:30-11 am, Saturdays, 8:30 am to
2 pm (We are generally closed
holidays.) Feel free to stop by and
check out the space whenever we are
open!

Help Needed for Salad Luncheon
Calling all women; members/
friends of our church. Salad luncheon
involves a lot of planning, organizing,
coordinating and hands on work. As
the saying goes; many hands make
light work. Please take time to reflect if
there is something you can do to help.
Again possibilities are many; days
before the luncheon: helping to setup
the auction rooms, printing work,
distributing flyers, seeking local

submitted by Ginger Katzman

vendors/ businesses for donations,
setting up dining room the evening
before, inviting friends/coworkers/
yourself to lunch or preparing a
delicious salad.
Following luncheon making follow
up phone calls after the auction,
cleanup etc. A successful luncheon/
auction equates to putting our mission
donations to good use.
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submitted by Mary Anne Gerlach

UMCOR SUNDAY IS COMING
ON MARCH 22, 2020! (Formerly
known as One Great Hour of
Sharing). The following are excerpts
from the UMC Special Sundays web
site:

Messenger
Deadline

March 16!

We read or watch on the news
and see communities overwhelmed by
natural disaster. We hear about
humanitarian crises arising from civil
unrest and war. And, when we are
also in the midst of our own suffering,
it is hard to see beyond our own
needs to help someone else.
It can seem like too much. How
could we possibly make a difference?
How can our limited resources make a
dent in the seemingly never-ending
need of the world? But the reality is
that as followers of Jesus Christ, we
are called to respond with extravagant
grace. Just as Jesus invited the
disciples into the work saying, “We
must do the works of him who sent
me.”
Through the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we
can make a difference in the lives of
communities and individuals whose
lives have been upended by storms,
wars, climate change, and
displacement. Through UMCOR, we
see the impact of extravagant grace
through the generosity of United
Methodists.
`One of the wonderful aspects of
The United Methodist Church is that
we can do so much more together
than we ever could do on our own –
and through our connection UMCOR
has been doing this for 80 years.

By mobilizing trained volunteers
who are already living in the
community, purchasing emergency
supplies and food from local
merchants and channeling funds
through trusted partners who are
already on the ground, UMCOR is
uniquely positioned to respond quickly
after a disaster and to remain invested
in rebuilding, even after these needs
are no longer in the news. Recovery is
a long process for individuals and
communities.
The special offering received
on UMCOR Sunday helps support
the small but impactful UMCOR
staff who are specialists in disaster
response and recovery. Funds also
ensure adequate training for
emergency response coordinators,
construction volunteers, and case
managers who assist victims of
disasters, chain saw gangs and
sheetrock installers. (Thus, the
structure is in place, so that when
we donate to a specific disaster,
100% of what we give goes to that
disaster.)
Because we join our church’s
offerings with those of United
Methodist congregations around the
world, UMCOR remains strong in its
day-to-day operations. When needs
are immediate, UMCOR can respond
quickly and efficiently with signs of
extravagant grace and expert
assistance. Let us continue to minister
together. Please give generously!
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submitted by Rev. Mary Beth Byrne

Is Forming from All of Our WARM
Churches!
Is God calling you to be God’s
hands and feet in mission with our
brothers and sisters in Christ? This
opportunity is coming your way, and
the Team is waiting for you to say
“YES!”
UMCOR Sager Brown is one of
our United Methodist depots that
prepares and ships cleaning buckets,
school bags, and personal hygiene
kits to areas of disaster. The Team
will leave on July 19 and return on
July 24.
If YOU are interested in being a
part of this Team, please let Rev.
Mary Beth know (262.215.3123) or
wisconsinwoods@gmail.com, and
send your $25 Registration Fee to
the church office made out to First
UMC with “Sager Brown” in the
memo line, AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. Our first Team meeting
will be Thursday, March 5 at
6:30 pm in the First Church Library
to answer questions, discuss travel
plans, complete necessary
paperwork, and to get acquainted.

Lay Servant Class Schedule

The total cost for room, board,
donation and registration fee is $305.
In addition to the $25 non-refundable
registration fee, the first installment of
$150 is due April 13, and the
second installment of $130 is due
by June 12. This does not include
the cost of transportation, meals while
traveling, the cost of the rental car/
van, and Wednesday afternoon
exploration of the Cajun area of
Louisiana. Some scholarship funds
are available. Please let Rev. Mary
Beth know if you will need scholarship
assistance.
We will make plans to fly into
New Orleans, and will rent a car/van
to get us to Baldwin, Louisiana, and
for our Wednesday adventures.
Those who have already
committed to be a part of this Team
are: Dave & Deb Gamble, David
Reisman, Barb Taylor, Edna Leason,
Carol Geske, Sirina Hoffmann, Mary
Beth Byrne, and Midge Gill. Won’t
you consider joining us for this
great experience of fellowship,
making new friends, and having
fun, in addition to serving our
loving God!!

submitted by Jeanne Jones

The following is the Cudahy UMC
Lay Servant class schedule for 2020.
All interested may register at
cudahyclasses@gmail.com

Basic Lay Servant Class
Date: May 17, 24 & 31
Time: 1-4 pm
Fee: $15

Polity Class - Method of Our Mission
Dates: April 19, 26 & May 3
Time: 1-4 pm
Fee: $30

All classes will take place at:
Cudahy UMC
5865 S. Lake Dr.
Cudahy, WI 53110
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WARM Confirmation Introductions
Introducing EMILIA HOUWERS,
confirmation student
Emilia’s confirmation mentors: Tim &
Stephani Hoffmann
Emilia was born in Fort Atkinson,
WI. She’s an 8th grader at Whitewater
Middle School. She has one sister,
Ella. She plays year-round tennis in
Janesville and plays basketball in the
winter. Her gifts: Math (but she doesn’t
like math) and not burning down the
house when she has to make food.
She likes listening to the sermon
during worship (and that’s why she
goes to church). She describes God
as a good listener and helpful. The
scariest thing that has ever happened
to her: when there was a shooting
incident in CO the same time her dad
was there. She was relieved when she
found out her dad was okay. The best
thing: when her grandparents took all
of the family to Hawaii for Christmas!
Emilia’s favorite musician: Shawn
Mendes. If she could travel anywhere
in the world, she’d go to California.
Emilia believes the biggest challenge
teens face in the world today is
cyberbullying.
Introducing TIM HOFFMANN and
STEPHANI HOFFMANN,
confirmation mentors
Tim and Stephani’s confirmation
student: Emilia Houwers
Tim is a member of First UMC.
His full name is Timothy. He was born
in Fort Atkinson, WI. As an 8th grader,
Tim was “blue” (compassionate) but
also a shyster. Tim is employed at
TVL Trucking. When asked what he
does there, he replied: EVERYTHING.
Together, he and Stephani have 5

submitted by Rev. Susan Bresser

kids, 1 grandchild, and 2 dogs. Tim’s
gifts are working with people. He grew
up at FUMC-Whitewater. The scariest
thing that ever happened to him was
the day he drove up on an accident
and discovered it was his brother. The
best thing that has ever happened to
him: being his own boss. If Tim had a
million dollars, he would save some,
spend some and give some. He
describes God as someone who
watches over us in more ways than
we know. He is involved in the life of
church because he’s a part of the
church, so he should be involved.
Working with youth in the church
brings him the greatest joy.
Stephani is a member of First
UMC. She does not have a nickname.
She was born in Appleton, WI. As an
8th grader, she was “blue”
(compassionate) and fun-loving.
Stephani is employed as a 2nd grade
teacher at Washington Elementary
School in Whitewater. Together, she
and Tim have 5 kids, 1 grandchild,
and 2 dogs. Her gifts are baking,
cooking and being with kids. Stephani
grew up in the United Church of
Christ, but has been a United
Methodist for a long time. The scariest
thing that ever happened to her: when
she thought she’d rip off her thumb in
a stepladder mishap. The best thing
that has ever happened to her: being
a mom. If Stephani had a million
dollars, she would buy a cabin, travel
and give the rest away. She describes
God as a friend and a leader. She is
involved in the life of church because
it makes her happy. The community of
the church and the energy of the
church brings her the greatest joy.
continued on page 9
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Children’s Ministries

submitted by Beth Staniforth-Seamster

Let me begin by saying THANK
YOU for everyone who participated in
the Body Awareness Book Fair, it was
wonderful to show off so many
different children’s books on a variety
of topics. A special thank you to Kim
Simes with Family Equality, Minnetta
Lippert with the Dwight Foster Public
Library, and Katie Fortney with
Usborne Books. If you were not able
to attend and are interested, please
let me know and I will be happy to get
a book list to you.

Also, in March we will be having
Messy Church! Join us on Sunday,
March 15 from 3-5 pm. More details to
come.

Thank you to all who came and
had dinner with our youth at the
“Heart of the Church” dinner! We
shared a delicious dinner, and the
drummers were great!

Please note, this month we do not
have any Wednesday night Children’s
Ministry Activities on Wednesday,
March 25 as it is Spring Break. This
includes Promise Point, Middle School
Youth Group, and Drumming.
Thank you,

Confirmation Introductions continued
Introducing CAITLYN KARBASH,
confirmation junior mentor
Caitlyn is a member of
Richmond UMC. She is a junior at
Delavan-Darien High School. She
was born in Janesville, WI. As an
8th grader, Caitlyn was quiet, kind,
giving and considerate. She works
at the Duck Inn and also as a swim
instructor. Her sport is swimming.
She also plays the violin and sings
in the choir. Her favorite school
subjects are Music Theory and Pre
-Calc. She would like to be a music
educator. Her gifts and strengths:
music, being there for others,

hospitable, hard worker, happy and
reliable. Caitlyn likes to sing hymns
in church and seeing people who
love her. She describes God as
someone who is always there
watching over us and always with
us. The scariest thing that has
happened to Caitlyn: getting in a
car accident and riding to the
hospital in an ambulance (scary for
a 4th grader). The best thing:
meeting two of her favorite
musicians. She believes the
biggest challenges teens face in
the world today are drugs, peer
pressure and depression.

Messenger
Deadline

March 16!
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Prime Time

submitted by Kristen Monday

Students are still busy selling
stocks for their Mission Trip! Stocks
are $10 each and every student must
sell 30. If you want donate to a
youth’s stock sales you can always
write “Prime Time stocks” in the
memo of your check and it will go to a
student in need. If there are any
students or adult chaperones that are
still interested in going on the Mission
Trip to Blackfeet Nation, Montana on
July 18-26, 2020, please contact John
Frye drjohndfrye@gmail.com,
Shannon Frye
frye.shannon@gmail.com, Jeremy
Monday jmonday74@gmail.com or
Kristen Monday
creative.energykristen@gmail.com.
We can get you the paperwork you
need, answer your questions and
walk you through the process.
On March 8 at 6 pm the group
that went to Palestine will be
presenting about their trip.
The next Very Important date for
Prime Time kids will be the Youth Led
Service and Pancake Breakfast

Fundraiser. The students will arrive at
church at 4 pm on Saturday April 25
for dinner and a presentation provided
by “Draw the Circle Wide”. Then the
students will select their theme and
scripture for their 2020 Mission Trip.
Next, the students will create a
full worship service for our
congregation for the next morning,
Sunday April 26th. Following that
Sunday service will be our Annual
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser where
the students will serve the
congregation. Later that day the group
will return for more activities with
“Draw the Circle Wide.” It is a very
busy weekend so please mark your
calendars! The students will be
sleeping at the church the night of
April 25 and are expected to
participate in all of the weekend
activities. This weekend will be the
foundation for the Mission trip
experience and will give the students
an opportunity to build relationships
and set the theme, tone and message
of their mission work.

Cookies, Coffee & Canvas! Painting Fundraiser

submitted by Kristen Monday

Messenger
Deadline

March 16!

Please join us for a fun afternoon
of painting, homemade cookies and
fellowship while supporting a great
cause! The date of the event is
Saturday, March 14 and arrival at
First Church Fellowship Hall is at
2 pm. We will begin painting at
2:30-4:30 pm. The cost is $40/ canvas
and all proceeds will benefit the
Whitewater Dream Fund. No painting
experience is necessary!!! Artist and
teacher, Kristen Monday will guide
you through the process. Kids are
welcome to paint as well. Please
RSVP to Kristen Monday at
creative.energykristen@gmail.com to
save your spot. There is limited
seating so please RSVP and bring a

friend! You can pay at the door by
cash or check.

This is the picture we will be painting.
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University Ministry Free Lunch
Sometimes you get to be a part
of something so special, so much
bigger than yourself, that you can
hardly believe it’s real. “Thank God
It’s Free Lunch Tuesday” is the
perfect example. A simple meal for
university students and members of
the community has taken on a life all
its own. This unique ministry is
blessed with incredible “God
sightings” every week. Lately they
have been centered around our
friends from Jefferson, WI, “Eagles
Pathway.” This transitional program
for special needs young adults (ages
18-21) has become an integral part of
our free lunch family. They eat with us
and then volunteer to help clean
tables, scrape plates and any other
assistance they can offer.
One young man from the group is
a huge basketball fan and frequently
shares a table with players on the UW
-Whitewater team. Last week a player
gave him a UWW practice jersey. He
was beside himself with joy! He
clutched the jersey and ran around
Fellowship Hall showing everyone his
gift.

“Eagles Pathway” does fund
raisers all year long. We hosted two
cookie decorating afternoons with
them before Christmas to help their
cause. The money is donated back to
the community (Jefferson Food
Pantry, etc). This week we were
surprised and truly humbled to be
included in their generosity. “Thank
you” can’t begin to define our feelings!
Everyone has embraced this
group completely. They are special for
so many reasons. The leader, the
aides, the young adults, they all know
how to lead with their hearts and are
unconsciously
teaching us to do
the same. We
are so blessed to
get to be a small
part of their lives.
God surely
smiles every
week when they
come in His
door.

Loose Coins of March at FUMC
The loose coins of March are
eager to get a higher education! (Or
was that to help some WARM
students to go on for more studies
after high school graduation?)
Anyway, the coins will be going for
scholarships: one from the Ike and
Kate Schaffer scholarship fund
(started in memory of Ike Schaffer),
and also a WARM Scholarship. All
high school graduates and college
students actively involved in WARM
are eligible, and the Scholarship
Committee hopes to be able to award
several scholarships to deserving
students. This year, you have plenty

submitted by Terrie Parenteau

submitted by Mary Anne Gerlach

of advance warning to gather your
information and make an application,
since the process actually begins in
April. For information about the
scholarships and the application
requirements (especially the deadline
for submitting an application), stop by
the church office. Actual application
forms will be available the first
Monday in April, and the completed
form must be returned by the first
Monday in May. Please be generous
with this opportunity to use our loose
coins to make the WARM scholarship
funds grow.
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Does Rising Stock Market Lift All Boats? submitted by Dave Gamble
Like many folks I often follow the
stock market results. It is
automatically shown on my computer
via my Microsoft dashboard before
the computer shuts down. Someone
must have decided that this
information was vital. I wondered if
this was the result of surveys,
customer demand or just marketing.
I questioned the continual
gyrations of the market and just
assumed many are due to
transactional efforts to earn by
gaming the market. I keep thinking
about what is driving the market rise
as from my perspective there is a
disconnect with what many people
are feeling and saying about their
own lives and experiences.
For example, the local news is
full of record bankruptcy stories of
dairy farms and milk corporations in
Wisconsin. I have listened to families
talk about challenging tuition
expenses for college including
paying off past student debt. Our
pastors talk about the pressing
needs for local food pantries,
benevolence funds and the
expanding burden of just making
ends meet. Then there are medical
costs (insurance, medications, copays and treatments) which seem to
affect those who can least afford it.
How many times have you heard
working folks talk about gaps
between earnings and expenses? At
Bethel House monthly Board

meetings, we are currently being
given reports on the walk-in needs of
families and individuals facing short
term financial crisis. These typical
stories are based on unexpected
expenses and there are no reserves
available. It makes me wonder, what
would I have done if I were in their
shoes?
It is hard to understand when I
think from my perspective of
receiving college aid due to the GI
Bill, having jobs which included a
pension, having the ability to do my
own home remodeling or most
repairs and having a situation where
my financial planner wife also
earned. Being baby boomers, we
received much from the prior
generation who paid for national
infrastructure, schools and so forth
as their way of paying it forward.
What I do see is the impact of
“community,” and not a rising stock
market. Rather our coming together
to “lift all boats” is happening via our
donations of time, talent, gifts,
service, and leadership. Repeatedly,
I attend community activities where
the focus is to improve lives and help
others without judgment. Our FUMC
Mission Into the World is focused on
caring, love, healing and sharing. It
sure seems these are the attributes
that make a difference, not only for
the receiver but in the joy of giving.

Sunday, March 8
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Scrip Fundraiser

submitted by Jayne Haskey/John Houwers

Let the shopping and gift
giving continue! We all have to eat!!
Please remember the Scrip
program all year long!
This could be a HUGE
fundraiser if we all participate! Just
doing your grocery shopping with
Scrip cards would earn us lots of
dollars, and we all go grocery
shopping!! Please support this
fundraiser as often as you can.
In 2020 the Finance Committee is
asking everyone to help out by
supporting the Scrip program. Our
budget could use a little extra support.
If you just use it for your everyday
shopping needs, you will be amazed
at the donation given to your church.
When you purchase a gift card from
the Scrip program, your church gets
an automatic donation!
Scrip is a fundraiser at First UMC,
Richmond UMC and Bethel UMC.
There is a long list of national &
local merchants to choose from.
You can use the paper order forms or
order online. You need to pay for your
order in advance. Orders are placed
every other week and will be available
to be picked up at church beginning
the following Sunday.
You can find a complete list of all
merchants at www.shopwithscrip.com.
ScripNow and PrestoPay:
You can order Scrip instantly
using ScripNow on the computer or
the MyScripWallet app on your phone.
In order to get these instant gift
cards, you must create an account at
the www.shopwithscrip.com site and
then sign up for PrestoPay.
Create an account by going to
www.shopwithscrip.com. Make sure to
use Enrollment code:
B42F62AC16832. This will ensure
your purchases benefit First Church. If
you want your donation to go to
Richmond or Bethel UMC, you must
enter that as the “teacher” when
enrolling. This allows the purchases to
be tracked.

PrestoPay will hook your
checking account into your
ShopWithScrip account. It takes 3-4
days because you must confirm a
couple of small deposits that will be
made into your checking account.
Once you confirm these deposits,
you’re sent a 4-digit number. Send
that to John Houwers
(jhouwers@yahoo.com) or Jayne
Haskey
(businessoffice@fumcwhitewater.org)
to add that to your account.
ScripNow allows you to order
and print gift cards from your
computer, while MyScripWallet allows
you to order and use bar codes on
your phone. These two features work
together. For example, I order $100
Walmart ScripNow on my computer. I
also have MyScripWallet on my
phone. I completely forgot to print my
Walmart ScripNow. No problem!! I can
go into MyScripWallet, and my
Walmart scrip will be there, ready to
be used.
The MyScripWallet app will also
allow you to still make donations when
in places you weren’t planning on
shopping or eating. Let’s say you end
up at Buffalo Wild Wings or Red Robin
but weren’t planning to eat there.
Once the bill comes, you can open the
MyScripWallet and order a card while
at the restaurant. Order what you
need, pull up the card on your phone,
and pay the server using the gift card
on your phone.
This may not be for everyone,
but it sure makes it easy for us
more technology minded people. I
use it all the time, and am happy to
help anyone get this set up. I can
be reached at 262.215.3949 or
jhouwers@yahoo.com

Please consider supporting
this amazing fundraiser!! Come
on everyone, we would
appreciate more participation!!

Come on
everyone, get on
board with our
Scrip program!!!
If you participate in
Scrip, you get
exactly what you
want and not at a
“fundraiser” price!
Remember, it
doesn’t cost you
anything extra
because you pay
for the shopping/
gift card and you
get to spend the
whole amount of
that card!
Scrip!!! You can
tell everyone you
shop at church!!
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submitted by Erin McManaway

It’s hard to believe it’s almost
March already! Even though the
pace of life is slower here, time still
flies! Koinonia finished out January
with more round table discussions
about how to combat religious
intolerance in Brazil.
We also are working on an
e-book about some of the work we
are doing, written in English and
Portuguese. I’ve even been able to
help with it some as I’m editing the
English side and writing a summary
of sorts to help our international
partners understand what we do.
When I’m not working I’ve found
some language exchange groups to
be a part of where I can practice my
Portuguese with even more people
as well as my Spanish so I don’t
forget it. With Ash Wednesday and
Lent upon us, here in Brazil the
biggest country wide celebration is
starting. During the weekend leading
up to Ash Wednesday, Brazil and
other countries around the world
celebrate Carnival. You might know it
as Mardi Gras which is what it’s
called in New Orleans and some
other French speaking parts of the
world.

Round Table Discussions

While Rio de Janeiro is the most
well known Carnival celebration in
Brazil, Salvador also has its own way
of celebrating. Instead of being about
the big parades and processions, it
centers more on music, dancing in
the streets, and being a celebration
for everyone. The music is also
mostly artists that are from here in
the Northeastern region of Brazil and
they are spread throughout different
parts of the city. It also means
another short break from work which
everyone enjoys.
There are so many things
happening and more on the horizon.
I hope I can share more with you
soon. Life in Brazil keeps me busy
but please know I do think about you
all and there are moments when I do
miss all of you. There’s a word in
Portuguese that describes it well,
saudade, it’s a feeling of deep
longing or missing something but
also is a little bit nostalgic. For me it’s
also remembering why I’m here,
representing all of you and trying to
make you proud. WARM is a
connectional ministry and I hope to
keep you connected to my work here
in Brazil.
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Bethel UMC

Save the Date: Saturday, May 16th
Birdies Fore Bethel
Annual Golf Outing, Raffle, Silent Auction & Luncheon

Saturday, May 16th
Lauderdale Lakes Country Club
9am—12:30pm
Best Ball
$60 per golfer includes
9 holes, cart, and lunch
Birdies Fore Bethel

Watch our Facebook page

Hidden in Plain Sight
In the past year we’ve heard
much about the dangers, often
tragic, of the effects of vaping on
our youth. But what do we really
know about the signs of vaping or
drug use? Where can we get
factual, timely information?
On Thursday, March 12 in
Fellowship Hall at First Church,
United Methodist Women are
sponsoring an enlightening
presentation by Frances Thomas, a
Public Health Specialist with the
Walworth County Department of
Health and Human Services called
“Hidden in Plain Sight.”
She will lead us through a
mock, but realistic, child, tween, or

at Bethel UMC Elkhorn
for event details

submitted by Deb Gamble

teen scenario to help us
understand the dangers of not
knowing. This presentation is for
ADULTS ONLY.
UMW’s Miriam Circle will be
providing dinner at 6 pm, followed
by the presentation. Meal
reservations are not needed. Just
come! Whether we are parents,
grandparents or just concerned
about Whitewater kids we need to
become better educated.
Please call the church office
(262.473.2131) by Tuesday, March
10 if you would like child care
provided.
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La Grange UMC

submitted by Pat Bromley

First Quarter Mission:
Pine Lake Van
Pine Lake Camp is where the
congregation heads in mid-July
every year for several days of fun.
We benefit greatly from the
fellowship there and the natural
beauty of Pine Lake.
The camp is raising funds for
an additional vehicle - a 15passenger van or possibly a bus.
They currently use small golf carts
to transport food and people to the
back property where they have
their backpack, night owl and other
more rustic camps – taking several
trips
back and
forthBethel
to do this. A
Birdies
Fore
van would allow them to do the
transport in one trip. They are also
developing after school programs
which help introduce children from
the schools to the camp ministries,

Richmond UMC

as well as provide them some
great after school learning
activities, such as a Lego
program. Right now, only children
whose parents can drive them to
the camp can participate. They
would use the van/bus to be able
to bring more children into the
camps.
About $15,000 has been
raised already, but they need
$10,000 more. Let’s see if we can
put $1,000 in the pot!
Children will be collecting for
this cause during the church
services through March. The loose
offering from the fourth
Sunday of the month will also go
into the pot, as well as any checks
so designated on other Sundays.
We can do this!

submitted by Edna Leason

Ad Council will be on Tuesday, March 10 following a potluck at 5 pm.

Once again we would like to decorate the church with Easter Flowers. You may
bring your own flowers or look for the Flower insert in the bulletin for ordering. If
you have any questions, please see Liz Grober or call the church office at
262.473.2131.

Richmond UMC

submitted by Edna Leason

The next Wine and Wisdom
will be on Tuesday, March 31, at
Staller Winery at 6 pm. Bring your

favorite Bible. All of the WARM
community is invited and welcome
to attend.
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Caregiver Support Group submitted by Rev. Mary Beth Byrne
If you are a caregiver for
someone with dementia or any
kind of memory loss, please
consider taking part in the
“Caregiver Support Group.” It
meets on the third Thursday of
every month from 2-3 pm at the
Irvin L. Young Memorial Library.

Memory Café

The next meeting is Thursday,
March 19. If you have any
questions or need information,
please call 1.800.728.4088, the
Alzheimer’s Association of SE
Wisconsin.

submitted by Rev. Mary Beth Byrne

Monday, March 9
The Irvin L. Young Memorial
Library, in partnership with the
Alzheimer's Association, is hosting a
monthly Memory Café for individuals
who are living with Mild Cognitive
Impairment (MCI), early-stage
Alzheimer's or other dementia, and
their care partners. This free social
event is held on the second Monday
of every month in the Library
Community Room, 431 W. Center
St., Whitewater, at 10:30 am. The

Dementia Friends

next meeting will be Monday,
March 9. The theme will be
“WAMSTAR. Mounted Search and
Rescue Team” (Whitewater Area
Mounted Team and Rescue)
The Memory Café offers
participants a safe and fun way to
share their stories and socialize with
others who have similar
experiences. Learn how staying
physically, socially and mentally
active is good for the brain.

submitted by Rev. Mary Beth Byrne

Changing the way people Think, Act you know living with dementia, every
action counts.
and Talk about Dementia!
This community informational
Gathering at the Community Space session, lasting one hour, is interactive
and for anyone wanting to understand
April 1, 2020 5:30 pm
about dementia, including various types
Dementia Friends is a campaign to of groups or just around your kitchen
tackle the stigma and lack of
table with friends.
understanding around dementia. It is
Approximately 110,000 people in
the biggest ever initiative to change
Wisconsin are living with dementia and
people’s perceptions of dementia. It
over 200 could be living in the
aims to transform the way we think, talk Whitewater area. People with dementia
and act about the disease. The
need to be understood and supported
Dementia Friends session helps you
in their communities. Let’s make
learn about dementia and the small
Whitewater more inclusive!
ways you can help. From telling friends
about the program to visiting someone

Messenger
Deadline

March 16!
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WARM Contact Information
First UMC
Rev. Susan Bresser
262.458.2309 (home)
608.333.4249 (cell)
susanbresser@gmail.com
www.fumcwhitewater.org
Rev. Mary Beth Byrne
262.473.8723 (home)
262.215.3123 (cell)
caringministries@fumcwhitewater.org
Richmond/Bethel UMC
Rev. Jeanne Jones
262.723.2185 (home)
revjmj12@yahoo.com
LaGrange UMC
Pastor Don Norman
262.472.9166 (home)
920.723.3862 (cell)
dr.d.norman@hotmail.com
www.warmlagrangeumc.com

Messenger
Deadline

March 16!

Prime Time (High School Youth)
John & Shannon Frye
262.374.9942 (cell)
warmprimetime@gmail.com
Jeremy & Kristen Monday
262.844.5155 (cell)
warmprimetime@gmail.com
Promise Point
Mike Soehner
608.201.6494 (cell)
soehner18@charter.net
WARM Children’s Ministry
Coordinator
Elizabeth (Beth) Staniforth-Seamster
262.473.2131
christianed@fumcwhitewater.org

First Church
8 am - Chapel
10 am - Sanctuary

Richmond UMC
9 am - Worship
LaGrange UMC
9 am - Worship
Bethel UMC
10:30 am - Worship
FUMC March Worship
Sunday, March 1
First Sunday in Lent
Food Pantry Sunday
Communion
Choir
Matthew 4:1-11
“Eat Your Heart Out””
Sunday, March 8
Second Sunday in Lent
John 3:1-17
“We Know It by Heart”

Looking for
information?
See who to
contact!!

Sunday, March 15
Third Sunday in Lent
Team Jesus Drummers
John 4:5-30, 39-42
“A Heart –to Heart Talk”
Sunday, March 22
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Choir
John 9:1-41
“Have a Change of Heart”
Sunday, March 29
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Praise Team
John 11:1-45
“Pour Out Your Heart”

The Messenger
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BUMC Birthdays
Terry Giovannoni
Willis Loveless
Geri Van Dekreke
Smyth Roberts
Debi Van DenBoom

LUMC Birthdays
FUMC Birthdays
Dorie Hanson
Judy Jaeger
Duane Dickens
Jenna Loomans
Pattie Rehberg
Kay Crosby
Barb Dickens
Kristyn Kachel
Ella Houwers
Cheryl Binnie
Connor Stauff
Sally Watson
John E. Hoffmann
Carol Zimmerman
Jacob Katzman
Robert McLernon
Ruby Schroeder
Alexandra Wilson
Penny Alwin
Elijah Grall
Lois Reisman
Cameron Boydston
Tom Ganser
Betsy Hixson
Mike Kachel
Carolyn Gorby
Rick Hendrickson
Gary MacDonald
Ken Rowley
Emery Kachel
Jennifer Kachel
Bruce Schroeder
Matthew Seamster

Lexi Dama
Christopher Dunham
Tanner Marshall
Frank Taylor
Marilyn Taylor
Eddie Mathews

RUMC Birthdays
Mike Mroch
Elaine Kelleher
Noreen Lamsam
Jessie Butt
Lauren Staller
Myron Seaver
Trinity Nickels
Wyatt Nickels

LUMC
Anniversaries
John & Pam Duerst
Craig & Shelly Treder

FUMC
Anniversaries
John & Nancy Hoffmann
Keith & Dawn Raufman
Wes & Katy Katzman

RUMC
Anniversaries
Brad & Carmen West
Jeff & Nora Karbash

The Messenger
BUMC - Bethel United Methodist Church
CLR - Cristo La Roca
FUMC - First United Methodist Church
LUMC - LaGrange United Methodist Church
RUMC - Richmond United Methodist Church

Sun
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March 2020

Mon

Tue

Wed

Church Events

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

Communion Sunday
Food Pantry Sunday
8 am - Chapel (FUMC)
9 am - Worship
(RUMC)
9 am - Worship (LUMC)
9:30 am - Choir
Rehearsal (BUMC)
10 am - Sanctuary
(FUMC)
10:30 am - Worship
(BUMC)
1 pm - Cristo La Roca
Service (FUMC)
See above for worship
schedule
3 pm - We Care
(FUMC)

See above for worship
schedule
3 pm - We Care
(FUMC)

10 am - Bible Study
(Bethel Parsonage)
7 pm - Gamblers
Anonymous (FUMC)

10 am - Bible Study
(Bethel Parsonage)
1:30 pm - Esther
Circle (FUMC)
7 pm - Gamblers
Anonymous (FUMC)

MESSENGER
DEADLINE!

10 am - Bible Study
(Bethel Parsonage)
7 pm - Gamblers
Anonymous (FUMC)

9 am - Staff
Meeting (FUMC)
10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)

10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)
5 pm - Richmond
Potluck (RUMC)
6 pm - Richmond
Ad. Council
(RUMC)
6 pm - Trustees
(FUMC)
7 pm - Finance
(FUMC)
9 am - Staff Meeting (FUMC)
10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)

22
UMCOR
SUNDAY

23

24

29

30

31

See above for worship
schedule

See above for worship
schedule

10 am - Bible Study
(Bethel Parsonage)
7 pm - Gamblers
Anonymous (FUMC)

10 am - Bible Study
(Bethel Parsonage)
7 pm - Gamblers
Anonymous (FUMC)

No Univ. Min. Free
Lunch (FUMC)
Spring Break

9 am - Staff Meeting (FUMC)10:30
am - Univ. Min.
Free Lunch
(FUMC)
6 pm - Wine &
Wisdom @ Staller
Winery

7:30 am - Bethel
Prayer Group
(BUMC)
9:30 am - Wed.
Morn. Bible Study
(FUMC)
1:30 pm Communion @
Mulberry Glen
3 pm - Communion
@ Fairhaven
7 pm - Chancel
Choir (FUMC)

7:30 am - Bethel
Prayer Group
(BUMC)
No Wed. Morn.
Bible Study (FUMC)
11:45 am - Lenten
Lunch (FUMC)
7 pm - Chancel
Choir (FUMC)

7:30 am - Bethel
Prayer Group
(BUMC)
9:30 am - Wed.
Morn. Bible Study
(FUMC)
11:45 am - Lenten
Lunch (Cong. UCC)
7 pm - Chancel
Choir (FUMC)
7:30 am - Bethel
Prayer Group
(BUMC)
11:45 am - Lenten
Lunch (St. Pat’s)

9 am - Richmond
Bible Study (RUMC)
9 am - Prayers &
Squares (FUMC)
3 pm - Mission Mtg.
5 pm - UMW Salad
Luncheon Mtg.
6:30 pm - Sager
Brown Mission Mtg.

6 pm - Prayer/
Worship (CLR @
FUMC)

9 am - Richmond
6 pm - Cristo la
Bible Study (RUMC) Roca (CLR @
10 am - Devotions @ FUMC)
Blackhawk
6 pm - UMW Potluck
& Program
6:30 pm - SPRC
(FUMC)
6:30 pm - Bethel
Finance (BUMC)
7 pm - Bethel Ad.
Council (BUMC)
9 am - Richmond
Bible Study (RUMC)
9 am - Prayers &
Squares (FUMC)
3 pm - XYZ Planning
Meeting

6 pm - Prayer/
Worship (CLR @
FUMC)

9 am - Richmond
6 pm - Prayer/
Bible Study (RUMC) Worship (CLR @
10 am - Devotions @ FUMC)
Blackhawk

2 pm - Painting
Fundraiser (FUMC)

9 am-5 pm - Cristo
La Roca Pastor
Retreat

The Messenger
BUMC - Bethel United Methodist Church
CLR - Cristo La Roca
FUMC - First United Methodist Church
LUMC - LaGrange United Methodist Church
RUMC - Richmond United Methodist Church
MSYG - Middle School Youth Group
Prime Time - High School Youth Group

Sun

Mon
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March 2020
Youth Events

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
Start of Spring
Break!

22
Spring Break!

23
Spring Break!

24
Spring
Break!

25
Spring Break!

26
Spring Break!

27
28
Spring Break! Spring Break!

31

All WARM Wednesday
afternoon programming
at FUMC unless otherwise noted

Food Pantry Sunday
Communion Sunday
9:15 am - Sunday
School (LUMC)
10:45 am - Sunday
School (BUMC)
6 pm - Prime Time
(FUMC)

9:15 am - Sunday
School (RUMC)
9:15 am - Sunday
School (LUMC)
10:45 am - Sunday
School (BUMC)
6 pm - Prime Time
(FUMC)

9:15 am - Sunday
School (LUMC)
10:15 am - Sunday
School (FUMC)
10:45 am - Sunday
School (BUMC)
3 pm - Messy
Church (FUMC)
6 pm - Prime Time
(FUMC)

9:15 am - Sunday
School (LUMC)
10:45 am - Sunday
School (BUMC)
No - Prime Time

29
Spring Break!

9:15 am - Sunday
School (LUMC)
10:45 am - Sunday
School (BUMC)
No Prime Time (

MESSENGER
DEADLINE!

10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)

10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)

10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)

No Univ. Min.
Free Lunch

30

10:30 am - Univ.
Min. Free Lunch
(FUMC)

6:45 am - Breakfast Club
(FUMC)
3:15 pm - Promise Point
No Confirmation
5:45 pm - Drumming
6:30 pm - MSYG

6:45 am - Breakfast Club
(FUMC)
3:15 pm - Promise Point
5:15 pm - Confirmation
5:45 pm - Drumming
6:30 pm - MSYG

6:45 am - Breakfast Club
(FUMC)
3:15 pm - Promise Point
5:15 pm - Confirmation
5:45 pm - Drumming
6:30 pm - MSYG

No Youth Activities this
week.

5:30 pm - Girl Scouts

The Messenger
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Team Jesus

New Member at FUMC

Scouting Sunday

Worship FUMC

WARM: First UMC, Bethel UMC, LaGrange UMC & Richmond UMC
The Messenger is published by the
Whitewater Area Regional Ministry
145 S. Prairie Street
Whitewater, WI 53190
Phone: 262.473.2131
Fax: 262.473.2362
E-mail: businessoffice@fumcwhitewater.org
Web: fumcwhitewater.org

Return Service Requested

We’re on the Web
First UMC
fumcwhitewater.org
Facebook: First United
Methodist Church of
Whitewater
LaGrange UMC
warmlagrangeumc.com
Facebook: LaGrange
United Methodist
Church, Whitewater, WI
Bethel UMC
Facebook: Bethel
United Methodist
Church

Susan Bresser  Lead Pastor, Whitewater Area Regional Ministry, WARM
Donald Norman  Pastor, LaGrange UMC
Jeanne Jones  Pastor, Bethel UMC & Richmond UMC
Mary Beth Byrne  Pastor, Coordinator of Caring Ministry, First UMC
Modesto Soto  Pastor, Cristo La Roca
Elizabeth (Beth) Staniforth-Seamster  Children’s Ministry Coordinator, WARM
Michael Soehner  Wednesday Youth Director, WARM
John & Shannon Frye and Jeremy & Kristen Monday 
Prime Time Youth Leaders, WARM
Terrie Parenteau  University Ministry Lunch Coordinator, WARM
Abby Gnatzig & Miranda Reynolds  Nursery Care, FUMC
Jim Athas  Director of Music, FUMC
Christine Hayes  Chancel Choir Director, FUMC & Team Jesus Drumming
Instructor, WARM
Janet Hardt  Pianist & Choir Director, LUMC
Denise Kirby-Roberts  Pianist, BUMC
Chris Ghilani  Choir Director, BUMC
Nancy Wilson  Pianist, RUMC
Joe Sherman  Custodian & Maintenance, FUMC
Jayne Haskey  Office/Business Manager/Administrative Assistant, WARM
Gina McManaway  Clerical Assistant, WARM
Erin McManaway  Global Mission Fellow, WARM

