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Jamesl2AiConsi der it pure joy, my brot
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
|l acking anything. o

Perseverance. God gives us big dreams, and we are called to achieve all we
can for Him during our lifetime. But as much as God works through our dreams
and desires, life is not about how big we dream or how much we achieve. Life is
not about being successful according to typical standdra& much money we
make or how big our house is or what
we have on Facebook.

We are told to perseverao, more than that. We are told to persevere with
joy! Persevere. When the dreams seem impossible and the achievements feel like
dust, just keep hanging on. When the trials come your way and all the safety nets
are gone, hold fast like a stubborn mule. When the storm clouds gather and the
lightning strikesyourh ous e, push forward with eve

The winner of a race gets lots of accolades and cheers. But what about the one
who finishes last? There is often no one waiting for them by the time they get to
the finish |Iine. The crowds are gone.
just running to finish. But when people do stick around, that last runner gets hearty
cheers and words of encouragement. We stand in awe of the first place runner.
But we aranspiredby the last place runner.

What happens when we persevere with joy? God uses those-tthegfings
we hate, the things we dondét feel (I
tain God canodt -tefimishdis twvdrkyin ub. €0 nvake tushcompkete
and mature, LACKING NOTHING!

For the really rough edges in our life, God pulls out the belt sander and grinds
away. For refinement, it is just a little 220 sand paper to work out those small
scratches. But regardless of where He is in the process, He is working on a master
piece- YOU!

And those trials we wish would go a
fect us. So consider it pure joy my brothers and sisters! Whether God is working
on our rough edges or just doing a little refining, know that God is doing a good
work in your life!
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WARM News

Mendés Club

All men of WARM are invited
to Mends Club on
We will meet at First Church at
5:45 pm for some social time, dinner
at 6 pm and then a program with
Owen Cooper. Our chef for the
evening will be Chuck Taylor.

Submitted by Nancy Comstock

Heads up, Scrapbookers! The
next Memory Keepers crop is just
around the corner. Mark your calen-
dars for March 12 & 13. As always,
we begin at 6 pm on Friday and go
all the way through until Saturday at
6 pm.
need to come for the entire time; you
can come for only as many hours as
you are able. Friends are always
welcome, as we are an EOEqual
Opportunity Fellowshiplf you have
any questions, call Nancy Comstock
@ 262.473.1973 or email @
bobcy94@yahoo.com

Messenger
Deadline
March 15

Mon

Remember, do

Leadership
Workshop g

Are you ready for a serious
challenge?

1 A challenge to be the leader
capable of moving others into a
brighter future?

1 A challenge of imagination,
moral fiber, and tenacity, to be
a guiding force in industry,
government, the arts, educa-
tion, media, and the church?

1 A challenge to be a world
changer?

You already know who you are.
No one needs to tell yowou are a
leader. God has given you a vision
for your future that makes a differ-
ence in the world around you.

Can the future depend on you to
be a Christcentered leader with the
imagination, moral fiber, and tenacity
to become a guiding force in industry,
government, the arts, education, the
medib... thelchufcl? Yy o U

University Ministries is co
hosting 2 leadership workshops on
Sunday, March 12with Ken Rhein-
gans from Mission Bellshttp://
www.missionbellsministries.org/
Both workshops will be put on by
Dick Amundson, the founder of Tent-
makers. Tentmakers is a training or-
ganization that delivers practical,
Christcentered, leadership and life
skills training. www.tentm.org

The first workshop is for those
emerging leaders ages-39 who are
ready for a challenge. It will be in the
library of the First United Methodist
Church in Whitewater on Sunday,
March 14 from noot2 pm.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

The second workshop is
specifically for those who have
a heart for their community and
a desire to invest in the next
generation through the lives of
future leaders ages 43. This
workshop will take place at
Pleasant Valley United Meth-
odist Church located at N2895
Cty. Rd. E outside of Palmyra,
WI from 3-5 pm on Sunday,
March 14th.

Please contact Owen
Cooper for more information
or to register.

}d]"ladh 'f;

2010 WARM
Scholarships

The Whitewater Area Re-
gional Ministry Scholarship
Committee is pleased to an-
nounce the availability for the
seventh year of a $500 scholar-
ship. In order to be eligible for
consideration as a recipient,
one must satisfy the following
criteria:

While in the WARM area, you
have
Attended, on at least a
half-time basis, church ser-
vices at one of the WARM
churches,
and
Been actively involved in
one or more of its student
related activities.

Be an individual who is
planning to pursue the con-
tinuation of his or her edu-
cation, to include any of the
following: full or parttime
college/technical school
course work, single class
enrollment; workshop, semi-
nar or trip of an educational
nature.

Applied for and been ac-
cepted to the program of any
of the above educational
institutions or functions.

Be at least a current high
school senior or older.

Application forms, which
contain six shorainswer ques-
tions supporting your reasons
for being considered, will be
available after the 1st of April
from the Church Office @ First
UMC. The application form
must be filled out in full and
returned to that office no later
than Monday, May 10.

Should you have questions
in regard to the scholarship
and/or application for same,
please feel free to contact any
of the committee members:

Carole Scharinger (Chai)
262.473.4745

Carol ColinBeckman-
262.473.1072

Mandy Fischer
262.473.6369

Glenn Hayes 262.473.4036

Mark Hiebert- 262.473.3288

Bruce Schroeder
262.473.6269

Chuck Taylor- 262.495.8625

The Whitewater churches
and community are preparing
for our 2010 Crop Walk. It will
be heldApril 25, 1 pm.Walk-
ers collect pledges to walk3
miles. Money collected sup-
ports our local Food Pantry and
Church World Service, which
serves people worldide.
Mark your calendars!

Before the walk even
starts, YOU
how: The Feinstein Foundation
will give Whitewater funds in
proportion to the amount of
food we can collect for the
Food Pantry in March and
April! Last year, we raised an
additional $350 just for bring-
ing in canned goods! The Food
Pantry gets a double benefit
from this!

So, bring in those items for
the Food Pantry! You may put
them in the shopping cart by
the Center Street doors. Thank
you so very much!

An organizational meeting
will be held at First Church on
Thursday, March 11 @ 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall.

can
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enten
Lunches

Again this year the Minis-
terial Association of Whitewa-
ter has organized Lenten
Lunches. These events have
grown in popularity in the past
few years. Sometimes over 100
people have been served.

Everyone in the commu-
nity is invited to the Lenten
Lunches! They begin at
11:45 am with a light lunch of
soup and sandwiches followed
by a devotion at 12:15 pm led

Who: YOU!!l Everyone from
WARM is invited. Bring your
friends!

Why: To deepen our relatien
ship with God!

Study books will be avail-
able in the church office for $7
each and can be shared with
another person. The Rev. Mary
Beth Byrne will facilitate the
study. If you have any ques-
tions, please call her at
262.473.8723.

I_.ENTEN BIBLE

Join Us to Explore
How Food Nurtures
Our Faith!

Food touches all aspects of
our lives!
§ Food creates community,

by one of the church leaders.
Here is the remaining

schedule: cepts of fineig
March3-St . Patric k§6 Sthuals of feasting and fast-

Catholic Church,

offers hospitality to strang-
ers, and expands our con-

ing remind us of our need
for God.

Dead Sea Scrolls and

h b o rtheBible:

AnC|ent Artlfacts Timeless
Treasures Now at the
Milwaukee Public Museum!

Pastor David Kalas, leader.
March 10 - First English
Lutheran Church, Father
Rafael Rodrigues, leader
March 17 - First United
Methodist Church, Pastor
David Huxley, leader
March24-St . Lukeds
Episcopal Church,
leader TBA

TheDead Sea Scrolls and
the Bibleexplores the archaeo-
logical history of the Holy
Land during the period the
Scrolls were written, from the

. thirfl ¢ertury BRI through the
first century CE, and more! Are
you interested in seeing the ex-

ohibit as a group? Come to the
First Church library on Sunday,
March 14 at 11
pick a time to go that works for
all interested parties! Bring
your calendars! Check out the

§ Our most profound sacra-
ment, Holy Communion, is
food.

§ John Wesley reminds us
that we can be both full and
empty for God
full, let me be empty. Let
me have all things, let me
have nothing.

Come and explore the
spiritual benefits of being full
or empty, so that the food given
to us by God for our welbeing

will satisfy more completely. website:
www.mpm.edu/deadea
When: March 9, 6 pm, Fellow scrolls/
ship Hall at First Church. Cand6t make t

Contact Anne Gibson or
Theresa Parker.

March 16, 23 & 30 3:30 pm
in the library at First Church.

am

h e
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Spring Semester

All children K-5th grade are welcome at Promise Point!!!

We 0r e Yees tikttue
Promise Point is back in ses-
sion. And so far, it has been a
great one at that. All the kids
are learning so much already.
The best part of the whole thing
Is that they are having fun do-
ing it.

This semester our travels
started with Jesus just before
his crucifixion and resurrection
We will end up on the trail that
the apostles took through their
ministry. There are many new
stories to listen to and learn.

Our cooks have been won-
derful and have cooked us some
fabulous meals. Our conversa-
tions have been great, and the
table games have been fun. So
if you are interested in being a
table parent, come join us at
5 pm every Wednesday night.
We look forward to seeing you.

Many thanks to the Prom-
ise Point Staff:

Anne Gibson
Shelly Treder
Kathy Findlay
Joan Stone
Audrey Tuinstra
Ginger Katzman
Katy Katzman
Betty McManaway
Pastor David
Theresa Jensen

Have you thought about
Summer Camp for this year?
The United Methodist
Camps have a wide variety of
very cool camps for all ages!
Want to know more? Check out
their website:
www.wiumcamps.org or come
have been: to the church office at First
ALet your | i gh Chushto piclkuplarechure
fore men, that they may see for all information about Meth-
your good deeds . adist@anps.hew 5: 6
Al f anyone want s Cheakoubtee next page for
first, he must be the very last a Boundary Waters camping

We will be having a party
on the Wednesday of Spring
Break, March 24. | hope all of
you can attend!

Some of our Bible verses

and the servant togdconarglupsoon'Mar k
9:35b Camperships (scholarships)
AWhil e we wer e areavaildble. Centact Anne @
ners, Christ di e2624782131dosmoce infor-
Romans 5:8 mation.
AYou are the forgiving

God, gracious and compassion-

ate, slow to anger and abound-

ing in love. 0 Ne
Alf you believ

heart that God raised Jesus
1 oﬁ\_—//——)

from the dead, you will be
www.fumcwhitewater.org

VISIT

saved. 0 Romans

There is a link on the web-
site for you to read the newsletter
with a click of your mouse! You
can email us @
jhaskey@wisconsinumc.org

Occasionally we use photos
of people and groups on the web-
site. If you object to having your
picture used in this way, please
contact Jayne.

Messenger
Deadline
March 15
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Boundary Waters Canoe Trip?
Does this sound/look like fun to you

1st canoe: Janet,Andy EIyidnr, 2nd canoe: Kalie & ami Kachel
3rd canoe: Anne Gibson & Joe Sherman, 4th canoe: Steven Gildner &
Nick Farley (2009 Boundary Waters Trip)

There is another Boundary Waters Canoe trip in the planning stages. Anyone interested?
We are considering leavingJuneI%h i s date could vary depending ot

Come and join in on a week of:

Fellowship Wilderness Beautiful Star
Streams & Formations
_ _ Lakes ~ _
Or in other words: Enjoying Godoés creatic

This trip is open to all families, adults, youth over 15 years of age or under 15 accompanied by an adult.
Sign up soon because there is a limit of nine people per group.

The cost isvery reasonablé¢under $300) which includes transportation, food, entry point fees, and use of
all camping and canoeing equipment through the Methodist Carop.Ctou provide your own clothing
and personal necessiti€&cholarships are available!

If you are interested and/or would like more information, contact the church office @ 262.473.2131 or Joe
Sherman @ 262.215.3044.




United Methodist

Women

Submitted by Jennifer Soehner &
Mary Beth Byrne

United Methodist Women
invite you to participate in a
Lenten book study. Mary Beth
Byrne will be presenting the
first of a fourpart series on
Food and Faithat our unit
meeting on March 9. This study
was created for the UMW
School of Christian Mission.

The remaining sessions will
begin on Tuesday, March 16 at
3:30 pm in the library at First
Church and will continue on
Tuesdays, March 23 & 30. We
will need to get a rough estimate
of the number of attendees for
the study so that we can order
books ($7 each). Please call the
church office with your reserva-
tion to help us get a preliminary
count.

You will get the most bene-
fit from the study if you can at-
tend all of the sessions, but we
encourage your attendance at
any of them,
make all four. Circles are en-
couraged to make this Lenten
study your monthly meeting.
Look for more information on
page 4 of this Messenger.

Tabitha Circle will host the
evening with a Cost Supper ($3)
beginning at 6 pm. All women
of WARM are encouraged to
attend.

Tabitha Circle raised $397
for the First United Methodist
Church Benevolence Fund from
the Valentineds
Sale! Thank you for volunteer-
ing your time and your purchase
of the
difference in our community.

Question for you. If we
moved our monthly UMW
meeting to Thursday nights be-
ginning in September, would it
make it easier for you to attend?
That 6s a
UMW circles are having this
month. Reply to our-enail and

e v e Iet up knowyyeuythodghts as we

all vote in March whether to
change from Tuesdays to Thurs-
days for less conflicts with other
committee meetings.

candy. Yo

di scuss

=~ Recipes
FROM THE
Salad

Luncheon

Due to the high demand for
recipes of the wonderful salads
served at the UMW Spring
Salad Luncheon,
i@ aysmd&l satad lyncheon
cookbook. If you have a won-
derful salad or bar recipe, please
share i@ Semdaydue recgpe to Jen
Soehner at
msoehner@centurytel.con

Pick up your
UMW
1| Bookiets E =
[ in the
f Church

Officel!

Would you like more infor-
matian oh Winded Methodist
programming? Next time you
are in the church office, feel
free to pick up the 2010 UMW
Program Book. It includes all
the program events and member
information for all of the circles
in the church. Circles are open
to all women of WARM.
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A\s the front axle of the massive logging truck fell onto the l

mechanic, crushing him against the concrete floor, angels app'eared

out of nowhere to miraculously save his life. He watched from |

above as Gododés messengers stlayed on
body as the emergency medical team worked. E

Sunday Night, March 14, 6:15 pm

Join us at 5 pm for a Spaghe
Dinner in Fellowship Hall at

First Church.

| (Proceeds to support Middle School
Youth Group)

Hear local author
Bruce Van Natta
’ share

his
amazing

story!
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Help U Move the Birthdays &

Animals Onto the Ark! Anniversaries
Submitted by Pat Bromley

We have decided that our

First Quarter Mission will be the Chris Dunham
Heifer Project. Our church has Steve Butler
generously supported this agricul- Frar_lk Taylor
tural mission in the past. Heifer Marilyn Taylor
International is an organization Eddie Mathews

that assists communities in devel-

oping countries to build their

economies. When an individual John & Pam Duerst

or a group donates livestock, the ~ Craig & Shelly Treder

recipient pledges to repay their

Aliving | oand by donatinag one of
ff

t he ani mal 6s o s p F t her
family in need. It costs $500 to . ‘Qvg 4]

donate a heifer, $250 for a water ‘&}' G)’

buffalo, $120 for a goat, pig or o 51

sheep, and $60 for a flock of ]

geese. From our offerings in f ~

January, February, and March,

we hope to donate a quantity of A ’:\Q
animals! Watch the bulletin board ‘\

in the entryway to see progress

toward moving the animals onto
the Ark!

Donét forget to
clocks ahead at 2 am on Sunday,
March 14! Spring is really
coming.
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LaGrange News

Please join us on Sunday,
March 28 for a celebration of
Palm Sunday.
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Birthdays &
Our next Administrative Anniversaries
Council meeting will be Sunday,
March 14 following worship. We
will meet in Fellowship Hall. )
Everyone is welcome and encour- Mike Mroch
aged to attend. We look forward Elaine Kelleher
to seeing you there! Curt Rowley

Noreen Lamsam
Dane Dempsey
Jessie Butt
Michael Borglin
Myron Seaver
Ken Rowley
Ryan Stahl

D_o not forget yo uﬁave%%&’nod\ Legsgnn try
donations. Items are taken to the Ron & Desiree Lipowski

Food Pantry on the 3rd Thursday of
each month. Your generous dona-
tions are always welcome!

Look for mailing addresses for
Kristin & Corey on page 22

Church website

WHITEWATER AREA REGONAL MINISTRY

Richmond News

Join us on Sunday, March 28 RichmondUME
for Palm Sunday. Come and wave WI.homestead.com
the palmst!! Pastor Kimberly Brumm

contact information:

608.882.6666 (home)
608.289.8615 (cell)
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Confirmation News

ABut you wil/ rece
t

ve power when th
be my witnesses, (I

i ng peopdisesaabo

i
e

AWho is the Holy Spirit? Where is
with the Holy Spirit? How is the Ho
some of the questions that filled the air during our Confirmation Retreat at Lake
Lucerne United Methodist Camp January3t®

Moving chairs/dressers in service to the camp, sliding and sledding on the
groaning ice, scaling the landscape in search of the flag (we should all learn to
look UP more often!), and the Light of Christ by night, singing by the bonfire on
the lake, the full moon shining above, card games andpong galore, agape
treats prayerfully prepared by our church family, fantastic meals prepared by
Theresa, sharing, praying, blessing

All these things were also a part of the retreat...thank you for your prayers
and support! Keep lifting up the Confirmation Class in prayer as we head out
into the world, filled with the Holy Spirit (who is God and who is here!), ready

to be witnesses of Jesusd work in o
Date Reading Discussed Tuesday, March 30, 68 pm - Seder
Meal @ FUMC

March 3 |Jonah, Habakkuk, Malach

March 10 |Matthew 114 March 31- No Class

March 17 |Matthew 1528

March 24 |No Class, Spring Break

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Anne @
262.473.2131 or agibsonfumc@yahoo.com

11



March 2010

Youth Events

on the next page

Cristo La Roca 1 pm

Food & Faith Bible
Study- 3:30 pm @
FUMC

Wed. Morn. Bible
Study- 9:30 am
Choir- 7 pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Chi | dr e n| Kindred Caregivers| Wed. Morn. Bible Prayers & Squares | Hispanic Prayer & Prayer Partners
try Team- 1pm Study- 9:30 am 9:30 am Meditation- 7 pm 8 am
6:30 pm Staff- 2 pm Lenten Lunch @ St.
P a t- Blst5 am
Choir-7 pm
7 3rd Sunday of Lent | 8 9 10 11 12 13
Cristo La Roca 1 pm Mends - Cl | Communion @ Wed. Morn. Bible Devotions @ Memory Keepers Memory Keepers
5:45 pm Fairhaven 3 pm Study- 9:30 am Brookdale- 9 am 6 pm until 6 pm
UMW -6 pm Lenten Lunch @ Devotions @ Black{ Hispanic P&M-7 pm
Trustees 6 pm First English- 11:45 | hawk- 10 am
Finance- 7:30 pm am SPRC-7 pm
Choir-7 pm Crop Walk Mtg.-
7 pm
14 4th Sunday of Lent| 15 16 17 18 19 20
One Great Hour of Shar| Messenger dead-| Ruth Circle- No Wed. Morn. Prayers & Squares | Hispanic P&M-7 pm
ing line 1:15 pm Bible Study this 9:30 am
Daylight Savings be- Staff- 2 pm week
gins! Food & Faith Bible | Lenten Lunch @
Ad. Council @ RUMC Study- 3:30 pm @ | FUMC - 11:45 am
following worship FUMC Choir-7 pm
Cristo La Roca 1 pm Esther Circle 7 pm
Spaghetti Dinner 5 pm
@ FUMC
Evening Worship with
Bruce VanNatta
6:15 pm
21 5th Sunday of Lent | 22 23 24 25 26 27
Cristo La Roca 1 pm Miriam Circle- Food & Faith Bible | No Wed. Morn. Devotions @ Hispanic P&M- 7 pm
6 pm Study- 3:30 pm @ | Bible Study this Brookdale- 9 am
FUMC week Devotions @ Black-
Lenten Lunch @ St.| hawk- 10 am
L u k eld:45am
Choir-7 pm
28 Palm Sunday 29 30 31

12



March 2010

Youth Events

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
University Free Breakfast Club
Lunch- 10:45 am 6:45 am
Synago- 7 pm @ Promise Point
Anneods 3pm
7 Third Sunday in 8 9 10 11 12 13
Lent University Free Breakfast Club
Drumming- 9:50 am Lunch- 10:45 am 6:45 am
MSYG-5 pm Synago- 7 pm @ Promise Point
Prime Time- 7 pm Annebs 3pm
14 Fourth Sunday in| 15 16 17 18 19 20
Lent University Free Breakfast Club UM Mission Bells UM Mission Bells
Daylight Savings Lunch- 10:45 am 6:45 am Mission Trip Mission Trip
begins Synago- 7 pm @ Promise Point MSYG & Prime
Drumming- 9:50 am Annebs 3 pm Time to concert in
Leadership Workshog Confirmation- Madison
- noon 6 pm
Spaghetti Dinner 5
pm
21 Fifth Sunday in 22 23 24 25 26 27
Lent UM Mission Bells UM Mission Bells UM Mission Bells | UM Mission Bells UM Mission Bells UM Mission Bells
UM Mission Bells Mission Trip Mission Trip Mission Trip Mission Trip Mission Trip Mission Trip
Mission Trip No University Minis-| No Breakfast Club
MSYG-5 pm try Free Lunch Promise Point
No Prime Time Synago- 7 pm @ Bowling
28 Palm Sunday 29 30 31
MSYG-5 pm University Free Breakfast Club
No Prime Time Lunch- 10:45 am 6:45 am
Sader Meat 6 pm No Confirmation
Synago- 7 pm @
Annebs

13
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Calendar of Events:

Sunday, March 7, 56:45 pm- MSYG

Sunday, March 14, 46:15 pm- MSYG Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Sunday, March 14, 6:15 pm Worship with Bruce Van Natta

Friday, March 19 - 4-11 pm- The Rock and Worship Roadshow(hear
bands like MercyMe, Family Force 5, Remedy Drive, Francesca Battistelli,
Fee, etc.!) @ the Alliant Energy Center. Cost: $5 + dinner $. Permission
slips are located by the Prairie Street doors.

U Sunday, March 21, 56:45 pm- MSYG

U Sunday, March 28, 56:45 pm- -MSYG

cccaocao

Friday, April 29 -Sunday, May 2- Junior High Convo!

Join 800 6tk8th graders from across the state for a week-
end of faith, music, speakers, new friends, and a lot of fun!
Live music by Satellites & Sirens, Speaker Bob Lenz and
much more! Whatds more? Our
is Design Team President!!!

Registration forms are due by April 8! They are located by
the Prairie Street doors if you did not get one by mail.

Cost: $85.

10N

Synago Youth Study: Tuesdays,-B:30pmat Anneds (126 S.

Make your Summer Plans NOW!!!

FiDi scipleship Alive!d -amp/ Mission
New this year! Wedll travel to Rhi
through the United Way by day and play/worship by night. Anybody for
tubing, water skiing, hiking, rock walls, campfires, and more? The sooner
you sign up, the sooner you can take advantage of the most fundraising
activities. Detailed information is available; see Anne or check out the
website www.ministryresults.publishpath.com/camp

F Christian Disciple Farm Camp/Mission Trip!
August 814

If you like kids, like to camp, like meeting new
friends, and want to serve the Lord in a very reward-
ing way a little closer to home, this trip is for you!
Detailed information is available; See Anne or check
out the website: www.disciplefarm.com

IN Mot

Middle School

P. S. Contact Anne i f you have quest.
like to share; 262.473.2131, 262.473.5622 or agibson@wisconsinumc.org

14



